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INTRODUCTION 


A series of annual reports on irrigation districts in 
California has been issued by the Division of Water 
Resources to supplement and bring up to date the statis- 
tical information contained in Bulletin No. 21 which 
was published in 1929. Bulletins No. 21-A to No. 21-0, 
inclusive, are annual supplements which cover the 
period from 1930 through 1943. This report, Bulletin 
No. 21-P, is the sixteenth of the lettered series and con- 
tains data compiled for the seven-year period, 1944- 
1950. 

This report provides information on 108 irrigation 
districts and four water storage districts which were 
in existence as of 1950. At that time they embraced 
within their boundaries a total of 4,236,745 acres of 
which about 2,352,000 aeres were irrigated. Total water 
diversions from wells, booster pumps, and surface sup- 
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plies amounted to over 11,240,000 acre-feet. Assessed 
valuations exceeded $254,000,000. Total outstanding 
bonded indebtedness was reported to be more than $73,- 
000,000. 

Districts boards of directors are required by law to 
submit reports of district operations, and to publish 
verified statements of their financial condition imme- 
diately following the regular monthly meetings in 
March of each year. Information contained in this 
bulletin has been obtained from these annual reports 
which are submitted to the California Districts Seeuri- 
ties Commission and from records on file in the office 
of the State Eneineer. 

A pocket map is enclosed which shows the names and 
locations of California irrigation districts and water 
storage districts. 


DISTRICTS ORGANIZED 


Nine irrigation districts were organized during the 
period 1944-50. Five of them are located in the San 
Joaquin Valley in the service area of the Friant-Iern 
Canal of the Central Valley Project. All of the dis- 
tricts, in accord with the provisions of the State Water 
Code, were reported upon by the State Engineer prior 
to their formation. 

As of the close of 1950, two new areas were contem- 
plating district formation, the proposed Central Cali- 
fornia and South Bay Irrigation Districts. 

Descriptions are given in this report of the following 
nine irrigation districts organized during the period 
1944-50: 

Durham Irrigation District 

El Cajon Valley Irrigation District 
Hills Valley Irrigation District 
Tvanhoe Irrigation District 

Lower Tule River Irrigation District 
Porterville Irrigation District 
Solano Irrigation District 

Steel Canyon Irrigation District 
Stone Corral Irrigation District 


Durham Irrigation District 


Unincorporated town of Durham, six 
miles south of Chico, in Butte County. 


Location : 


Date of Organization 


Election : February 17, 1948. 
93 acres. 


Durham. 


Gross Area: 
Office Address : 


The district was organized for the purpose of pro- 
viding an entity to acquire the properties of Butte 
County Water Works District No. 1 and to operate 
them. The State Engineer had approved formation of 
the district, and the votes cast at the formation election 
were 101 for to 2 against. 


History 

In 1935, the Bidwell Municipal Utility District took 
over a small private water utility that was inadequately 
serving the town of Durham. The utility district drilled 
a new well, installed pumping equipment, and started 
serving water to customers. The service area soon em- 
braced the entire town of Durham, supplying 86 serv- 
ices with domestic and commercial water supplies, as 
well as water for fire protection. 

The utility district was dissolved, following an elec- 
tion called for that purpose, and all of its properties 
were turned over to Butte County. A county water 
works district was then organized to operate the Dur- 
ham water system under the county board of super- 
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visors. However, this method of operation resulted in 
the rendering of unsatisfactory service, and local in- 
terests expressed a desire to have a type of district that 
could be managed by a local board of directors. The 
Durham Irrigation District was therefore formed and 
approved at an organization election on February 17, 
1948. 

Present Development and Operating Conditions 

The irrigation district acquired the water system, 
valued at $13,850, without cost. The entire water sup- 
ply is obtained from wells. Ground water of good qual- 
ity is obtainable within reasonable pumping lifts. 

At the time of district formation there were approxi- 
mately 115 residential and commercial service connec- 
tions, whose demands overtaxed the water system. Im- 
provements were needed requiring the installation 
of additional wells, pumping equipment and service 
mains. Therefore, later in 1948, the district received 
approval from the California Districts Securities Com- 
mission to issue $8,150 in five-year warrants, the pro- 
ceeds from the sale thereof to be used in rehabilitating 
and augmenting the existing system. 

The district has levied no taxes but obtains all funds 
required from the sale of water. Population of the dis- 
trict is estimated to be 600. 


El Cajon Valley Irrigation District 


About 12 miles east of San Diego Civie 
Center, in San Diego County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : November 17, 1950. 
5,900 acres. 


Route 2, Box 324, Lakeside. 


Gross Area: 
Office Address: 


The district was organized for the purpose of devel- 
oping an additional water supply from wells in the El 
Cajon Valley area and to negotiate with the San Diego 
County Water Authority for an imported supply of 
water from the Colorado River. 

The State Engineer reported favorably upon the for- 
mation of the district, but recommended a reduction 
in size of the proposed district due to the difficulty of 
obtaining an adequate water supply to serve all of the 
lands proposed for inclusion in it. On November 17, 
1950, after a reduction in size of the proposed district 
was effected, an election was held and the district for- 
mation was approved by a vote of 619 for to 6 against. 


Description of District 


The district is situated adjacent to and east of La 
Mesa, Lemon Grove and Spring Valley Irrigation Dis- 
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trict and only a short distance south of Lakeside Irriga- 
tion District. It lies in El Cajon Valley which drains 
northwestward to the nearby San Diego River. Eleva- 
tions vary from about 1,000 feet on the rim portion to 
less than 400 feet in the lowest lying valley area. Pre- 
cipitation averages about 13 inches annually over the 
area. 

The district consists of 20 separate parcels compris- 
ing approximately 5,900 acres, which for the most part 
are interspersed with tracts included within the fore- 
going La Mesa District. The assessed value of all lands, 
including improvements, is reported to be in excess of 
$1,800,000. The area has a population of nearly 5,000 
and is rapidly being subdivided and developed to resi- 
dential or suburban types of uses. The towns of El 
Cajon and Bostonia are excluded from the district. 

A cultural survey of the district area made by the 
Division of Water Resources in 1949 indicated that al- 
most 1,000 acres were irrigated, with oranges, truck 
crops and pasture, in the order named, being the most 
important irrigated crops and occupying about 80 per 
cent of the total irrigated area. Most of the nonirrigated 
land was either covered with brush or in dry-farmed 
crops, idle land, and suburban developments. 


Waiter Supply 


The main pipe lines of the La Mesa, Lemon Grove 
and Spring Valley Irrigation District traverse the dis- 
trict area, but due to that district’s limited available 
water supply, it cannot serve the El Cajon District 
from this source. The present water supply of the El 
Cajon District comes from more than 300 wells. most 
of which have small capacity and are of shallow depth. 
Granite bedrock is usually encountered at depths of 
60 to 70 feet. Ground water is diminishing rapidly with 
the increase in number of new pumping developments. 

A few wells located along the western side of the area 
have been drilled through bedrock to depths of more 
than 500 feet and have apparently encountered lower 
water bearing strata. Exploitation of this lower lying 
water bearing strata appears to offer possibilities for 
augmentation of the presently inadequate supply. 
However, local supplies are regarded as beine inade- 
quate to meet the district’s water requirements and 
importation of a supplemental water supply is neces- 
sary for full development of its area. 


Hills Valley Irrigation District 


Location: About 2 miles north of Orange Cove, in 
Fresno and Tulare Counties. 
Date of Organiza- 


tion Election : August 17, 1948. 


2,600 acres. 
Fresno, T. W. Patterson Building, ¢/o 
Ronald B. Harris. 


Gross Area : 
Office Address: 


The Hills Valley Irrigation District was organized 
to give the landowners the opportunity to obtain, as a 


district, a supplemental water supply from the Central 
Valley Project or some other source. In approving for- 
mation of the district, the State Engineer recom- 
mended that certain lands in the north portion could 
be excluded, but that certain lands to the west could 
be included. Formation occurred without adoption of 
these recommendations. 


Description of District 

The district area was formerly a part of the old Foot- 
hill Irrigation District, which was dissolved in 1933 asa 
result of a court order which prevented it from obtain- 
ing a water supply from the Kings River. 

The lands of the district comprise approximately 
2,600 acres located adjacent to the foothills north of 
Orange Cove, in Hills Valley, Fresno County, and 
along Wooten Creek to that portion which extends into 
Tulare County. The principal part of the area, esti- 
mated as 2,080 acres, lies in Fresno County while the 
remaining 520 acres are in Tulare County. 

Topography is gently rolling in character with a 
slope to the south of about 25 feet per mile. Elevations 
range from 435 feet at the southwest corner to 650 feet 
at the northern tip of Hills Valley. The district occupies 
most of the ‘‘cove’’ formed by Hills Valley Creek and is 
within the Sierra Nevada foothill thermal area. Cli- 
matic conditions are believed favorable for the grow- 
ine of citrus and other specialty crops. Precipitation 
averages about 15 inches per year over the area. 

The soils are alkali free and are well suited to irriga- 
tion except for about 207 acres of land within the dis- 
trict, classified as rocky sandy loam and rough stony 
land, which are regarded as nonirrigable. The ultimate 
net irrigable area is estimated to be 2,000 acres. Irri- 
cated agriculture has not been developed appreciably ; 
however, dry farming has been practiced extensively 
within the district, especially during years of normal 
or above normal rainfall. The lands have been used for 
dry-farmed grain and pasture. 

In 1948 there were reported nine land ownerships in 
the district. There are no towns or settlements within 
the area, the nearest urban community being Orange 
Cove in Fresno County. 


Water Supply 

Small intermittent streams entering this region from 
the hills are soon lost in the porous soils of the valley 
floor. Applications for appropriation of water from 
Tlills Valley and Wooten Creeks have been filed by the 
district for irrigation of lands within the district. This 
source of supply is not considered adequate to meet 
the requirements. Small areas within the district have 
been irrigated from private wells, but ground water 
recharge is also inadequate to provide a dependable 
supply. Importation of water from an outside source 
is regarded as necessary for any future complete de- 
velopment to irrigated agriculture. 
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The Friant-Kern Canal crosses the southwest tip of 
the district at the point of its lowest elevation. All water 
from the canal would have to be pumped to district 
lands. 

Ivanhoe Irrigation District 


G6 miles northwest of Visalia, in Tulare 
County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election: 

Gress Area: 

Office Address : 


January §, 1948. 
11,117 acres. 
Ivanhoe, P. O. Box 96. 


The Ivanhoe Irrigation District was organized for 
the purpose of acquiring a supplemental water supply 
from the Friant-Kern Canal of the Central Valley 
Project. In approving formation of the district, the 
State Engineer suggested that inasmuch as a portion 
of the lands lying to the west would be benefited by dis- 
trict operations, they be included; however, this was 
not done. Formation was approved by a vote of 170 for 
to 70 against. 

History 

Although the organization of the district is recent, 
irrigation has been practiced in the area since about 
1919. A previous attempt to form a district, which pro- 
posal had been approved by the State Eneimeer, and 
which was to have contained about 16,000 acres, failed 
to carry by a vote of 160 against to 128 for at an elec- 
tion held February 13, 1937. By 1946, about 90 percent 
of the irrigable lands within the present district’s 
boundaries had been developed for irrigated farming. 


Description of District 


The district lies mostly on the transition slopes be- 
tween the foothills and the valley floor and partly on 
the valley floor. General slope of the land is toward 
the west at about 15 feet to the mile. Elevations vary 
from 350 to 425 feet above sea level. Approximately 90 
percent of the district consists of an old alluvial plain 
or terrace. The remainder of it consists of small por- 
tions of foothill lands, recent stream deposits adjoining 
Cottonwood Creek, and adobe clay soils which oceupy 
the smooth valley plain near the foothills. The gently 
rolling terrain in its native state is underlain for the 
most part by hardpan at depths varying generally from 
18 to 30 inches. 

The eross area of the district is 11,117 acres, and all 
of it lies below and west of the Friant-Kern Canal. The 
lands have been classified by the U. S. Bureau of Ree- 
lamation as follows: 


Land Gross 
classification acreage 


Percent 
of total 


100.0 


The ultimate net irrigable area is estimated to be 10,- 
000 acres. 

The area irrigated in the district for the season of 
1946 was 8,865 acres with the following crop pattern: 


Acres 

SNiktWeny 2a ee ee ee ee 92 
Irrigated pasture 123 
THA @Renig aS ee 275 
Trvckerops,— = 600 
(Oninat eee ee eee eee eee 2,424 
IMeciduOUsy Ha Bea ee eae 748 
(SIN AGS se Se ee 3,889 
Olivecth=<2- Se ay aa ee ee 198 
(Cotton =e ee ee eee 113 
Irrigated hay and grain-—-—--________-__-__-______ 403, 

OVEN ecg ee ee ee a ee 8,865 


About 200 acres were double-cropped and are not in- 
cluded in the foregoing acreages. By 1950 the irrigated 
acreage had increased to about 9,000 acres. The district 
lies within the thermal zone which exists along the foot- 
hills of the Sierra Nevada. 

In 1945 it is reported that there were about 258 
ownerships in the district, of which 254 were individ- 
ually owned parcels amounting to 9,781 acres, or 88 per- 
cent of the district’s gross area, with the remaining 
acreage being owned by four corporations. The total 
assessed valuation placed on the district lands by the 
district in 1950 was $1,497,358. 

Redbanks, estimated population 100, is the only com- 
munity development inside the district boundary. Ivan- 
hoe is outside of, but adjacent to, the southwestern 
boundary. Adequate rail and highway facilities serve 
the area. 

Water Supply 

The water supply of the Ivanhoe Irrigation District, 
prior to the construction of the Friant-Kern Canal of 
the Central Valley Project, was derived from rainfall, 
foothill drainage, surface diversion from Wutchuma 
Ditch, and ground water inflow. Average precipitation 
over the district is about 13 inches annually. The prin- 
cipal portion of the local supply consisted of ground 
water inflow from the south, east and west induced by 
overdraft within the district. Seepage losses from the 
Kaweah River on the southeast and St. Johns River on 
the southwest are the main contribution to underflow 
into the district. Cottonwood Creek, an intermittent 
stream which cuts through the northeasterly corner, 
adds to the underground water within the district. 
Depths to granite formation under the district vary 
from about 100 feet in the northeastern portion to 
about 300 feet in the central and western areas. 

Records of depth to ground water, which were 
started by the State in 1921, show that the greatest 
average depth to ground water occurred in 1948. Dur- 
ing the period 1921-1948, the ground water lowered 
from an average depth of 24 feet to 75 feet, a total low- 
ering of 51 feet, and an average annual lowering of 1.8 
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feet. The average ground water level lowered 35 feet 
during the period 1943-48, an average lowering of 5.8 
feet. Increased irrigated acreage and below normal 
runoft were responsible for this rapid depletion. 

In order to remedy the foregoing situation, and to 
carry out the primary purpose for formation of the dis- 
trict, the irrigation district, with the approval of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, executed 
a contract with the Bureau of Reclamation on Septem- 
ber 23, 1949. This contract specifies that the district is 
to receive an annual supplemental supply of 7,700 acre- 
feet of Class 1 water, and a maximum annual supple- 
mental Class 2 water supply of 7,900 acre-feet, from the 
Friant-Kern Canal. This water supply will supplement 
the ground water obtained from deep percolation into 
the district and present surface diversions. The fore- 
going contract also provided for construction of a dis- 
tribution system to serve the district lands which, based 
upon 1949 prices, was estimated to cost $1,589,807. 


Lower Tule River Irrigation District 


Location : About 5 miles south of Tulare, in Tulare 
County. 

Date of Organiza- 
tion Blection : 

Gross Area: 


Office Address : 


December 28, 1949. 
102,684 acres. 
Woodville, P. O. Box 511. 


The Lower Tule River Irrigation District was or- 
ganized for the purpose of obtaining a supplemental 
water supply from the Friant-Kern Canal of the Cen- 
tral Valley Project. The State Engineer approved for- 
mation of the district. Votes cast at the formation elee- 
tion were 269 for to 23 against. 


Description of District 


The district is bounded on the northeast by the Lind- 
more Irrigation District, on the east by Porterville Ir- 
rigation District, on the southeast by the Saucelito 
Irrigation District, and on the west by Corcoran Ivri- 
gation District. The Friant-Kern Canal crosses the dis- 
trict area along its southeastern edge. Tule River and 
its distributary Porter Slough traverse the length of 
the district, and Elk Bayou, a channel of the Kaweah 
River, passes through the northwestern part of the dis- 
trict. 

The terrain is generally smooth with slopes to the 
west averaging 12 feet per mile in the eastern part of 
the district to 10 feet per mile in the western portion. 

The typical semiarid climate of the Upper San Joa- 
quin Valley prevails throughout the district. Summers 
are long and hot and dry, the winters, short and usually 
mild. Short periods of freezing temperatures are expe- 
rienced at infrequent intervals. The average annual 
precipitation over the district is about nine inches. 

The gross area of the district is 102,684 acres, all of 
which is situated below and west of the Friant-Kern 
Canal. Based upon a U.S. Bureau of Reclamation land 


survey which was field checked and modified by the 
Division of Water Resources, the lands have been clas- 
sified as follows: 


Land Gross Percent 
classification acreage of total 
1 a SS ee ea te 31,95 31 
D2 ae ee 28,$ 28 
P = nB 
Ses 24 
6 (nonirrigable ) 5,86 16 
Ota <= ee ae ee 102,684 100 


* Land of inferior quality and of narrow range in agricultural possibilities, but 
suited for irrigated pasture. 
** Land definitely of inferior quality and of questionable agricultural possibilities 
because of moderate salt accumulation in the soil. 

The net ultimate irrigable area is estimated by the 
district to be 78,000 acres. 

Irrigation development has been limited by the fluc- 
tuating runoff of the Tule River, decline in ground wa- 
ter levels, and increasing concentrations of injurious 
salts found progressively from east to west in the dis- 
trict. Consequently, most of the irrigation development 
has been located east of U. S. Highway 99. In those 
westerly areas which contain the highest alkali concen- 
trations very little farming had developed until in re- 
cent years when farm prices were high. 

The area irrigated in the district in the season of 
1950 was 66,787 acres which was planted to the follow- 
ing crops: 


Crop Acreage Percent 
Irrigated pasture: ——— = 4,485 6.7 
Alfalfa 15,925 23.9 
Grapes’ 2-2-2532. = Se 1,608 2.4 
Deciduous orchards _-____________ 1,248 1.9 
Cotton 38.4 
Olives 0 
Truck«crops,. = 349 03 
Potatoes) 22=--- eee 1,849 2.9 
Miscellaneous field crops-—_------~~ 2,890 44 
Irrigated hay and grain-__________ 12,319 18.3 
Sugar: beets: 32 es 527 0.8 

Totals; vst. ee ee 66,787 100.0 

Water Supply 


Prior to obtaining water from the Central Valley 
Project in 1950, the water supply was obtained princi- 
pally by pumping from wells with surface diversions 
from Tule River supplementing this supply. Surface 
water has been diverted from the Tule River to lands in 
the district by the following companies and riparian 
landowners : 


Service area in acres Percent in 


Company Total In district district 
Little Pioneer Diteh—__ 900 900 100 
Stockton Ditech -.---- 1,280 700 D4 
Woods Central Ditch. 2,880 2,100 8S 
Poplar Irrigation —____ 8,980 3,700 41 
Riparian lands —---~- 5,908 5,908 100 

‘Potals,-<s=- = _ 19,448 13,308 68 


Records of the depth to ground water, which were 
started by the State in 1921, show that the greatest av- 
erage depth to ground water occurred in 1948. During 
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the period 1921-1948, the average depth to ground wa- 
ter lowered from 22 feet to 83 feet, a total lowering of 
61 feet, or an average annual lowering of 2.2 feet. The 
average ground water level lowered 33 feet during the 
period 1943-48, or an average of 53 feet annually. In- 
creased irrigated acreage and below normal runoff were 
responsible for this rapid depletion. 

In order to correct this condition the district had 
applied by the end of 1950, for an annual supplemental 
supply of 40,000 acre-feet of Class 1 water and a maxi- 
mum of 274,000 acre-feet of Class 2 water from the 
Bureau of Reclamation. 


Porterville Irrigation District 


1 mile west of Porterville, in Tulare 
County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election: July 28, 1949. 

Gross Area : 17,225 acres. 

Office Address : Porterville, Rt. 2, Box 76 

The Porterville Irrigation District was organized 
primarily for the purpose of obtaining a supplemental 
water supply from the Friant-Kern Canal of the Cen- 
tral Valley Project. Formation of the district was 
approved by the State Engineer. Votes cast at the 
formation election were 111 for to 7 against. 


Description of District 

The district is bounded by the Lindmore Irrigation 
District on the north, open land on the east, and the 
Lower Tule River Irrigation District on the west and 
south. The greater portion of the district area is of 
fairly smooth terrain with a slope of 10 to 25 feet per 
mile. Of lesser extent is an area of rolling terrace land. 
Elevations vary from 450 feet in the eastern portion to 
355 feet in the southwest portion. Lands of the district 
area are chiefly of recent alluvial origin consisting of 
sandy loam and loam. These soils have desirable char- 
acteristics, are fertile, easily tilled, and have a wide 
range of adaptability for irrigated crops. Sandy soils 
which are found alone the Tule River channel have 
a narrow range in agricultural possibilities. Several 
small patches of slightly alkali soil exist in the district, 
however, they are suitable for cultivation and produc- 
tion of crops under irrigation. 

The gross area of the district is 17,225 acres, exclud- 
ing the Friant-Kern Canal right of way. Based upon 
a land survey conducted by the U.S. Bureau of Recla- 
mation and modified by the Division of Water Re- 
sources, the lands have been classified as follows: 


Land Gross Percent of 


classification acreage total 
eee WES eS eS sae PASI) 72 
dS eA ae ee eee 785 5 
1 eAS ee ee ee ee ene 3,835 22 
C55 A a a le a a 235 1 
Totals 337 2-2 a See - 17,225 100 


*Land of inferior quality and of narrow range in agricultural possibilities but 
suited for irrigated pasture. 


The ultimate net irrigable area is estimated to be 
15,000 acres. 

Irrigated agriculture commenced about 35 years ago 
in the area now occupied by the district. In 1920, 6,597 
acres of land were irrigated and the area has increased 
steadily to the present time. The important crops in 
the district have been cotton, alfalfa, deciduous orch- 
ards, truck crops, and irrigated pasture. 

A crop survey made by the district in 1948 indicated 
that 14,156 aeres of the 16,745 gross aeres then ineluded 
in the proposed district were irrigated. This survey 
showed the following crops grown: 


eA 2s See a ee ee 3,244 acres 
Cotton —_ 6,456 acres 
Othersfield ’erops4=—— soe- ee eee ae 8S acres 
ruck (Crops ee ee eee Ca 1,028 acres 
Deciduous fruits, nuts, and olives__---______ 3 acres 
Grapes.) === en oe oe ee eee 352 acres 
Irrigatedspasture, 2822 422 SS ee 995 acres 
Inrigatedthay ‘and erain S562 === es 520 acres 


otal (= = eo ee eA ee 14,156 acres 


The semiarid climatic characteristics of the Upper 
San Joaquin Valley prevail in the Porterville Irriga- 
tion District area. Summers are lone, hot and dry, while 
the winters are usually mild. Killing frosts occur at 
infrequent intervals. Precipitation usually oceurs in 
small amounts and averages about 10.5 inches per year. 

There are no towns or settlements within the district. 
However, adequate rail and highway and marketing 
facilities serve the area. 


Water Supply 

Prior to obtaining water from the Central Valley 
Project for the first time in 1950, the water supply of 
the Porterville Irrigation District area was obtained 
from the Tule River by surface diversions and by 
pumping from ground water. Surface water is diverted 
from Tule River to lands in the district by the following 
companies : 


Service area in acres Percent 
Company Total In district in district 

Pioneer Water ____--___ 2,460 120 55 
Porter Slough Diteh___ 2,360 1,060 45 
Poplar Irrigation _____ 8,980 4,000 45 
Hubbs and Miner Ditch 2,000 1,630 81 
Rhodes and Fine Ditech 1,180 1,180 100 
Stockton Ditch __----= 1/280 580 45 
Woods Central Ditch__ 2,860 280 12 

Tota Se a eee 20,620 8,850 43 


Records of depth to ground water, which were started 
by the State in 1921, show that the greatest average 
depth to ground water occurred in 1948. During the 
period, 1921-1948, the depth to ground water table in 
the district lowered from an average of 16 feet to 55 
feet, a total lowering of 39 feet, or an average annual 
lowering of 1.4 feet. The ground water level lowered 26 
feet during the period, 1943-1948, or an average of 44 
feet per year. Increased irrigated acreage and below 
normal runoff were responsible for this rapid depletion. 
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In order to remedy this situation, the irrigation dis- 
trict had applied, by the end of 1959, for a supple- 
mental water supply of 16,000 acre-feet of Class 1 water 
and a maximum of 30,000 acre-feet of Class 2 water 
from the Bureau of Reclamation. 


Solano Irrigation District 


Along U. 8S. Highway 40, between Cordelia 
and Dixon, Solano County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election: 

Gross Area: 

Office Address: 


February 26, 1948. 
5 acres. 
Fairfield, 754 Texas Street. 


The district was organized for the purpose of per- 
fecting an organization that could participate in studies 
of plans for furnishing water from Putah Creek and 
its tributaries to the lands in the district, and also to 
participate in studies of, and negotiations for, financing 
works for supplying water to, and distributing it in, 
the district. The State Engineer approved formation 
of the district and votes cast at the formation election 
were 912 for to 77 against. 


History 

In October, 1920, a petition for formation of the 
Suisun Irrigation District was presented to the Solano 
County Board of Supervisors. This district proposed 
to lift water from the Sacramento River at Lindsey 
Slough and convey it to the Suisun-Fairfield area. In 
November, 1920, the State Engineer reported on the 
proposal to the effect that it was physically feasible but 
economically impracticable. The district was organized, 
however, in the following year, and embraced 26,175 
acres. Engineers appointed by the district in 1922, sub- 
sequently rendered a report that likewise was unfavora- 
ble to the original proposal. As a result of this, it was 
dissolved in May, 1926, at the request of landowners of 
the district. 

Also in about 1920, agitation began for organizing 
an irrigation district in the Dixon area which would 
embrace about 65,000 acres. During the next eight 
years several reports on the possibility of bringing 
water to the area were prepared by both the State Engi- 
neer and local interests. Finally, in 1929, a petition 
was presented to the county board of supervisors re- 
questing formation of a 5,589-acre district to be known 
as the Dixon Irrigation District. It was proposed to 
obtain water from Clear Lake and Cache Creek through 
purchase from the Clear Lake Water Company. In 
1930, the State Engineer reported adversely upon for- 
mation of the district inasmuch as it was believed that 
the proposed source of water supply was inadequate. 
The district was never organized. 

In 1946, action was started to form the present dis- 
trict in order to, among other things, contract with the 
United States for a water supply from the proposed 


Monticello Reservoir and related developments on 
Putah Creek. 


Description of District 

The district lies entirely within Solano County and 
extends from Cordelia and Green Valley on the west, 
northeasterly about 25 miles, to about two miles beyond 
the City of Dixon. 

The gross area approximates 91,000 acres, but ex- 
clusion of some 23 parcels of land and the principal 
cities and railroads and main highways in the area have 
resulted in a net district area of about 81,825 acres. 

Topographically the area is relatively flat. In the 
north and central sections of the district the general 
slope is from west to east, with a fall of about 10 to 12 
feet per mile. However, in the area west of Fairfield, 
the general slope is southerly, with a fall of about 20 
feet per mile. Near Vacaville, and also southwest of it, 
there are a number of isolated hills and ridges which 
for the most part have been excluded from the district. 

The climate of the area is generally the typical two- 
season climate of the lower Sacramento Valley. How- 
ever, the area from about Suisun-Fairfield westward 
is appreciably affected by cooling winds and occasional 
high fog that blow in during the summer months from 
San Francisco Bay and the ocean. Long-time seasonal 
precipitation averages for selected points are as fol- 
lows: Davis, a short distance northeast of the district, 
17 inches; Vacaville, 25 inches ; and Suisun, 19 inches. 

The soils of the district area have been classified and 
reported upon in the University of California Soil Sur- 
vey of the Suisun Area, Series 1930, No. 18, and Soil 
Survey of the Dixon Area, Series 1931, No. 7. Based 
upon a county-wide land classification conducted in 
1947 by the Bureau of Reclamation the district lands 
are rated as follows: 


Land Gross 
class acreage 
| eee ee A er ao 26000) 
2) ee ae ~ 2 es Se ee ee eee 35,000 

32 Se ee ee ee ee 15,825 

6) (nonirrigable)) 2—. = eee 5,000 
Tote’ £2 = a ae Se ee 81,825 


The best soils of the district, principally surrounding 
the town of Dixon, are the gently sloping alluvial fans 
of recent origin built up by Putah Creek which flows 
across the Sacramento Valley floor about two miles 
northerly of the north boundary of the district. Other 
smaller areas of good land are situated in Vaca Valley, 
Suisun uplands, and in Green Valley north of the 
town of Cordelia. These soils are adapted to a wide 
variety of crops. 

The soils of the plains which are located principally 
south of Dixon and east of Fairfield are alluviums of 
older origin and therefore are more compact, tight, 
and heavier textured. They are more adaptable to the 
growing of shallow-rooted crops. 


REPORT ON IRRIGATION DISTRICTS 15 


A detailed crop survey of the district area has not 
been made. However, from incomplete crop survey 
data compiled in 1946 the following approximate crop 
acreages are estimated: 

Irrigated pasture and alfalfa_______________ 4,000 acres 


Irrigated field and truck crops 

(tomatoes, onions, sugar beets, milo)__-__-___ 2,000 acres 
Deciduous fruits, nuts, and grapes 

(about one-half is irrigated) __-__--____- — 14,000 acres 
Grain and other nonirrigated field crops____— 20,000 acres 
— 84,000 acres 


Idle cropland and dry pasture___ 


Theil: 2 Se ae ne eS ee eee 74,000 acres 


The district area is adequately served by transporta- 
tion, processing and marketing facilities. The main line 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad and U.S. Highway 40 

traverse the district from one end to the other. The 
Sacramento Northern Railroad and numerous county 
roads also serve the area. Light-draft vessels can reach 
Suisun from San Francisco Bay. The imeorporated 
cities of Dixon, Suisun-Fairfield, and Vacaville pro- 
vide processing and marketing facilities. 


Water Supply 

All irrigation water is suppled by ground water 
pumping. The small amount of land in the district 
which is presently irrigated is indicated in the fore- 
going tabulation. The acreage is limited principally by 
the supply of ground water. Ground water conditions 
vary throughout the district. Good wells are found in 
the northern portion of the district. These wells are fed 
by strata fanning out from Putah Creek. South of 
Dixon and east of Fairfield good wells are difficult to 
obtain. In the area west of Fairfield, although the con- 
ditions for storage and recovery are reportedly good, 
pumping exceeds recharge. 

The full irrigation of the district will require a sup- 
plemental water supply. Alternative sources of such a 
supply are available and are being given consideration. 
As of the end of 1950, the district was planning to 
file an application with the Division of Water Re- 
sources for permission to divert 1,000 seeond-feet of 
water from Lindsey Slough, a tributary channel of the 
Sacramento Riyer. 


Steel Canyon Irrigation District 


18 miles east of downtown San Diego, in 
San Diego County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- ; 
tion Election : August 1, 1947. 
5O4 acres. 


Spring Valley, Star Route. 


Gross Area: 


Office Address : 


The Steel Canyon Irrigation District was organized 
for the purpose of obtaining a supplemental water 
supply from the San Diego County Water Authority. 
Formation of the district was approved by the State 
Engineer. Votes cast at the formation election were 26 
for to 1 against. 


History 

Irrigated agriculture was first begun about 30 years 
ago at which time an ample water supply was obtained 
from shallow wells. During the ensuing years it be- 
came necessary to lower the wells to bedrock. As the 
irrigated acreage increased the situation became more 
critical. By 1945 it was impossible to irrigate all of 
the planted area even though the sprinkler method 
of irrigation was generaly practiced. The important 
crops during this period were citrus, mainly lemons. 


Description of District 

The district is located in the foothill area of western 
San Diego County. Steele Canyon Creek, a tributary 
of the Sweetwater River, traverses the district’s lands 
and joins the main Sweetwater River at a point one 
mile west of the district’s boundary. Slopes are. gen- 
erally to the southwest and average about 120 feet per 
mile. Elevations range between 430 and 1,167 feet; 
however, the major portion of the district hes above 
elevation 650 feet. The district consists chiefly of a 
rolling terrain with approximately 116 aeres classified 
as rough stony land. 

A rating of the soils, based upon a soil survey of the 
El Cajon area conducted by the U. S. Department of 
Aericulture in cooperation with the University of Cali- 
fornia, is presented in the following table : 


Soil series Index Soil grade Acres 
Greenfield 
Sandy loam Ree eee OS 1 133 
Ramona 
Sandyaloaml === == ae 95 1 S7 
Fallbrook 
Bandy, JOam) ee ee 40 3 168 
Rough stony: land===2====—= 5 6 116 
Mofale= === se =e HOA 


The ultimate net irrigable area is estimated to be 275 
acres. 

A crop survey of the area was made by the district 
in 1947. Crops grown in that year are shown in the fol- 
lowing table: 


Crop Acreage 
Lemons ee oe AS “ 125.0 
Oranges: . = 22 2 ee a eee 12.0 
Avoeados —~ tae ee E 2S eS 5.0 
Walnuts. —_- en Od Bee 3.5 
Wanest 2 2s. Sa Bee ee ae ee ee 1.5 
IANO TICOUS 2 a ee eee ee 1 ay 

Total irrigated! =----—_— —- Sr oe ee Le 
Grains (monirrigated))) == -2-—— seo se SS 900) 

Total area cropped_——_—~ = ade 238.7 


The area lies in a thermal zone which is favorable 
for the growing of citrus crops. 

In 1947 there were reportedly 26 land ownerships, 
title to which was vested in 43 individual owners, in 
the district varying in size from one-half acre to 76 
acres. Only four of the holdings equalled or exceeded 
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40 acres. The average sized holding of the remaining 
22. owners was 13 acres. The total assessed valuation 
placed on the district lands in 1950 by the district was 
about $83,000. 

There are no towns located within the district and 
its population consisted of about 50 people in 1947. 
The Cities of El Cajon and La Mesa are located within 
six to eight miles of the district. 


Water Supply 

The sole water supply, exclusive of rainfall, within 
the district has been pumped ground water. Intermit- 
tent surface flows occur in Steele Canyon Creek during 
periods of winter and spring rainfall and contribute 
to ground water replenishment in areas bordering the 
creek. A few low dams have been constructed in the 
creek bed in an attempt to facilitate percolation into 
the adjacent lands. The recharge, however, has been 
insufficient to support the existing demand. 

All irrigation and domestic water within the district 
is now supplied from wells, some of which are from 70 
to 90 feet in depth to granite formations. At present 
the ground water storage has been depleted mainly 
because of the increased irrigated acreage and the de- 
ficient rainfall in recent years. In order to remedy this 
situation the district proposes to acquire an annual 
supplemental water supply of 240 acre-feet from the 
San Diego County Water Authority. In this regard, 
the district has considered the possibility of construct- 
ine a dam and reservoir at a site three-eighths mile 
upstream from the easterly boundary of the district 
and within the Steele Canyon Creek bed. Such a devel- 
opment could serve a dual purpose, to regulate imported 
water and to divert onto the district lands the flood 
flows of Steele Canyon Creek. 


Stone Corral Irrigation District 


10 miles northeast of Visalia, in Tulare 
County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : June 22, 1948. 
4,927 acres. 


127 North Church Street, Visalia. 


Gross Area: 
Office Address : 


The Stone Corral Irrigation District was organized 
for the purpose of obtaining a supplemental water 
supply from the Friant-Kern Canal of the Central 
Valley Project. Formation of the district was approved 
by the State Engineer. Votes cast at the formation elec- 
tion were 21 for to 1 against. 


History 

Irrigated agriculture was started in the area now 
oceupied by the district in about 1917. The district area 
was formerly a part of the old Foothill Irrigation Dis- 
trict, which was dissolved in 1933 as a result of a court 
order which prevented it from obtaining a water supply 
from the Kings River. By 1924, the irrigated area had 


increased to about 1,100 acres. However, from that 
time until 1935, there was a decrease in the irrigated 
area, since which time a steady increase in irrigation 
has taken place. The important crops in the district 
area from 1917 to 1949 have been grapes, deciduous 
fruits, olives and citrus. Citrus occupied the largest 
area until 1949, when the cotton acreage became the 
greatest. 


Description of District 


The district is located in the so-called thermal-belt 
zone, between the Friant-Kern Canal and the Alta 
Canal of the Alta Irrigation District, and is situated on 
the old alluvial interfan piedmont between the Kaweah 
and Kings River alluvial fans. Slopes within the dis- 
trict are generally to the southwest, varying from 35 
feet per mile on the east side to less than 10 feet per 
mile on the western edge. Elevations vary from 550 feet 
in the northeast portion to 350 feet in the southwest 
portion. The district consists chiefly of rolling terrace 
land with hardpan soils and smooth lands with adobe 
clay soils. Less extensive areas consist of alkali lands 
in the southwest part of the district, recent alluvial 
fans in the northeast portion, and small tracts of foot- 
hill land along the eastern boundary. 

The gross area of the district is 4,927 acres, excluding 
the Friant-Kern Canal right of way of 91 acres. The 
lands have been classified by the U. S. Bureau of Recla- 
mation as follows: 


Land Gross Percent 
classification acreage of total 
its. oh ee RA ee 90 1.8 
Dy ind a. gl ee 4,189 85.0 
3 oT4 11.7 
4 10 02 
6 6 a IS} 
Totals)_2 = eee 4,927 100.0 


The ultimate net irrigable area is estimated at 4,500 
acres. 

The area irrigated in the district in the season of 
1947 was 997 acres, with the following crop pattern : 


Crop Acreage 
Alfalfa: =.= weg ee ene 37 
[Irrigated pasture = Se ee 129 
Cotten 2444-23 eee ee 169 
Grain and ‘grain hay ee 5S 
Muck, Crops <2 oa rr ene 40 
Grapes: == Se SS Se a ee ee ee 99 
Deciduous (includes nuts and olives) —~~--___ 108 
Citrus oe ee ee ae = eee iy 
Hield crops: oe BPs BSP eS ee 5 

Total 2 Ce SE eee 997 


By 1949 the irrigated acreage had increased to 1,748 
acres. 

In 1946 it was reported that there were about 62 
land ownerships in the district, of which 60 were indi- 
vidual parcels amounting to 3,875 acres, or 77 percent 
of the district’s gross area, with the remaining acreage 
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being owned by two corporations. The total assessed 
valuation placed on the district lands in 1944 by the 
district was $570,661. 

There are no towns or settlements within the district. 
Adequate transportation facilities serve the area. 
Water Supply 

The loeal water supply of the Stone Corral Irriga- 
tion District is derived from rainfall, foothill drainage, 
and some ground water inflow from Alta Canal on the 
west and from Cottonwood Creek to the south. Average 
precipitation over the district is nearly 14 inches annu- 
ally. The district receives some runoff from about seven 
square miles of foothill drainage area to the north and 
east. The average annual runoff is estimated at 400 to 
500 acre-feet. 

The principal ground water supply to the district 
consists presently of underflow into it from the west 
and south induced by overdraft within the district and 
high ground water conditions outside the district. Over- 
draft has been limited by the depths of alluvial water 
bearing materials as the depth to granite is less than 
100 feet in the greater part of the district. Depths to 
granite are greatest in the southwestern portion of the 
district, and it is in this area that present development 
has centered, indicating that pumping conditions are 
probably best in this area. 


tw 


—63680 


Records of the depth to ground water, which were 
started by the State in 1921, show that 1985 was the 
year havine the ereatest average depth to ground 
water. During the period 1921-1935 the average depth 
to ground water lowered from 25 feet to 73 feet, a 
total lowering of 48 feet, or an average annual lower- 
ine of 3.2 feet. The ground water level raised to an 
average depth of 26 feet in 1942, then dropped to 
an average depth of 44 feet by the fall of 1948. At 
present the ground water storage is being depleted 
rapidly, mainly because of the increase irrigated acre- 
age. In order to remedy this situation, and to carry 
out the primary purpose of its formation, the irriga- 
tion distriet, with the approval of the California Dis- 
tricts Securities Commission, executed a contract with 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation on December 13, 1950. 
This contract specifies that the district would receive 
an annual supplemental supply of 7,700 acre-feet of 
Class 1 water, and no Class 2 water, from the Friant- 
Kern Canal. The supplemental water supply would 
be in addition to about 2,500 acre-feet obtained from 
deep percolation into the district and an estimated 
seepage of about 2,400 acre-feet from the Friant-Kern 
Canal into the area. The foregoing contract also pro- 
vides for construction of a distribution system to serve 
the district lands which, based upon 1950 prices, was 
estimated to cost $777,000. 


DISTRICTS DISSOLVED 


Among the irrigation districts that have been formed 
in California several have become inactive or defunct. 
Dissolution of such districts may be accomplished by 
either voluntary or involuntary procedure. Chapters 
4 and 5 of Part 11 of Division 11 of the State Water 
Code recite the procedures necessary to carry out 
voluntary and involuntary dissolution. 

With respect to voluntary dissolution, among other 
things that are required, are that a majority of owners 
of land who also own a majority in assessed value 
of the land in tie district may file a petition request- 
ing dissolution with its board of directors. Upon filing 
of such a petition the board shall call a dissolution 
election. If two-thirds of the votes cast are in favor 
of dissolution, the district then may file a petition 
with the superior court of the principal county request- 
ing dissolution. The court thereupon shall conduct 
hearings and after all of the assets have been disposed 
of and all of the habilities discharged, the court shall 
enter a final decree declaring the district to be dis- 
solved. 

With respect to involuntary dissolution, an action 
in the superior court of the county may be brought 
by the Attorney General in the name of the people 
of the State for the dissolution of an imactive district. 
Before trial, the court may direct the State Engineer 
to make an investigation and report such facts as are 
deemed pertinent or which may be necessary to enable 
the court to determine the question of dissolution. After 
the court has given the final judgement of dissolution 
the county board of supervisors shall perform the duties 
of the district board of directors and the appropriate 
county officers shall proceed to levy and collect taxes 
for payment of any remaining outstanding indebted- 
ness. Any surplus funds shall be apportioned and paid 
to payers of the last equalized assessment of the district. 

Oftentimes it is difficult to obtain accurate informa- 
tion regarding the status of defunct districts after the 
lapse of a number of years. Some may have cleared up 
their debts and voted to dissolve, but failed to carry 
the action to conclusion. Others may have been dis- 
solved but actual proof as to date and record of the 
matter are not readily available. The records of the 
Division of Water Resources indicate that eight irri- 
gation districts were dissolved during ‘the period, 
1944-50, as follows: 

Jaker Irrigation District 

Dry Creek Irrigation District 
Feather River Irrigation District 
Fullerton Irrigation District 


Lakeland Irrigation District 

Red Rock Creek Irrigation District 
South Capay Irrigation District 
Southern Lassen Irrigation District 


There follow brief histories of these districts up to 
the time of their dissolution. Further information may 
be found in Bulletin No. 21, ‘‘Ivrigation Districts in 
California,’’ 1929, published by the Department of 
Public Works, Division of Engineering and Irrigation. 


Baker Irrigation District 


About 2 miles south of Butte City, in 
Glenn County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : 
Date of Dissolu- 
tion Decree: 


March 31, 1922. 


December 12, 1946. 
Gross Area: 910 acres. 

The district was formed for the primary purpose of 
purchasing a pumping plant which boosted water from 
the Sacramento River and a ditch system which served 
the rice lands of the area. Approval of the State Engi- 
neer was given, and the organization election carried 
by a vote of 9 to 2. The proposed cost of acquisition 
was $29,000. Interest in the project soon ceased and the 
proposed acquisition was not consummated. No work 
was done, no bonds were issued, and no assessments were 
levied. At the time of dissolution, there were no assets 
or liabilities. 

The Attorney General, upon recommendation of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, requested 
the Superior Court of Glenn County to order the dis- 
trict dissolved. The court so ordered on December 12, 
1946, Case No. 6713. 


Dry Creek Irrigation District 


miles northeast of Wheatland, in 


Yuba County. 


Location: 3 
Date of Organiza- 
tion Bleetion : 
Date of Dissolu- 
tion Decree: 


Mareh 1, 1926. 


December 12, 1946. 
Gross Area: 9,486 aeres. 

The district was organized, without approval of the 
State Engineer, for the purpose of developing the wa- 
ter resources of Dry Creek for irrigation use and to 
purchase water from the Excelsior Water and Power 
Company. Prior to formation of the district an applica- 
tion to appropriate unappropriated water was filed 
with the State Division of Water Resources. A permit 
was issued but later was revoked in 1928. 


eee ee Pe 
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The district has not been active. No property was 
aequired by it and at the time of dissolution it had no 
assets or liabilities. 

The Attorney General, upon recommendation of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, requested 
the Superior Court of Yuba County to order the dis- 
trict dissolved. The court so ordered on December 12, 
1946, Case No. 8820. 


Feather River Irrigation District 


3etween Nicolaus and Verona, in Sutter 
County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : 
Date of Dissolu- 
tion Decree: 


August 10, 1920. 


October 17, 1947. 


Gross Area: 3,140 acres. 


The district was organized, with approval of the 
State Engineer, to pump irrigation water from the 
Feather River to provide a supplemental supply to 
irrigated lands. An engineering report was prepared 
and it was proposed to issue bonds in the amount of 
$95,000 to carry out the plan. The Bond Certification 
Commission approved the proposed issue, but it was 
defeated at an election held in 1921. The district then 
levied an assessment to cover district and engineering 
costs. It had been inactive since that time. 

The Attorney General, upon recommendation of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, requested 
the Superior Court of Sutter County to order the dis- 
trict dissolved. The court found, amone other things, 
that the district had no liabilities but that there were 
cash assets of $738, which, beine unclaimed for 20 
years, had been transferred to the State Treasurer in 
early 1947. On October 17, 1947, the court ordered the 
district dissolved, Case No. 5803. 


Fullerton Irrigation District 


Location : Northwest of Fullerton, in Orange 
County. 

Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : 

Date of Dissolu- 


tion Decree: 


October 28, 1919. 


February 14, 1946. 


Gross Area: 2,700 acres. 


The district, comprising only the Bastancherry 
Ranch, was organized by the heirs of the Bastancherry 
Estate for the purpose of acquiring from the ranch, 
water rights, rights of way and an irrigation system. 
It was proposed to issue $700,000 in bonds to purchase 
the works. The State Engineer was asked to investigate 
the proposal in 1920, but, before a report could be 
given, changes in plans for development and operation 
of the ranch caused the heirs to abandon all plans for 
operating under a district form of organization. 

No assessments had been levied and there were no 
district assets or liabilities in 1920, or at the time of 


dissolution. The Attorney General, upon request of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, filed a re- 
quest with the Superior Court of Orange County to 
order the district dissolved. In Case No. 41607, dated 
February 14, 1946, the court so ordered. 


Lakeland Irrigation District 
Loeation : Southwest of Corcoran, in Kings County. 
Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : 
Date of Dissolu- 
tion Decree: 


February 2, 1923. 


September 18, 1944. 


Gross Area: 23,282 acres. 


The distriet occupied the southeastern portion of 
the old Tulare Lake bed. The principal objective of 
formation was participation in the proposed Pine Flat 
development on the Kings River which project did 
not materialize durine the life of the district. In 1921, 
a petition for district formation was reported on un- 
favorably by the State Engineer because of an in- 
sufficient water supply. A second petition, presented 
in 1922, was approved by the State Engineer on the 
basis of riparian rights on Tulare Lake. 

The district acquired stock in the Peoples Ditch Co. 
which gaye it a partial water supply. The district 
also acquired rights to a water supply in the old Lake- 
land Canal through lease arrangements. Properties 
were also obtained through lease agreements. Further 
district activity declined to the point that no assess- 
ments were levied from 1930 to the date of dissolu- 
tion. 

Several reclamation districts were included within 
the district boundaries. However, the district itself 
was also included within the larger Tulare Lake Basin 
Water Storage Distriet which was organized on Sep- 
tember 10, 1926. 

Dissolution proceedings were filed by the Attorney 
General’s office and the district was dissolved by the 
Superior Court of Kings County on September 18, 
1944, Case No. 8666. From the sale of assets, consist- 
ing principally of the Bayou Vista Ditch property and 
United States securities, the net sum of $32,031.95 
was distributed to the payers of assessment No. 7 which 
had been paid in 1930. 


Red Rock Creek Irrigation District 


12 miles east of Ravendale, in Lassen 
County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election: 
Date of Dissolu- 
tion Decree: 


June 1, 1918. 


April 20, 1949. 


Gross Area: 11,844 aeres. 


The formation of this district resulted from the 
second effort to develop an irrigation project in the 
Madeline Plains area. The district was organized with- 
out approval of the State Engineer. Three attempts 
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were made to issue bonds for use in developmental 
purposes but the first two proposals were not approved 
by the Bond Certification Commission, and, in the 
third attempt, no offers were received to purchase the 
bonds which had been certified by the commission. 

Water right applications were filed on Red Rock 
and Cold Springs Creeks but were later canceled by 
the State Division of Water Resources because of 
failure to develop the proposed plans. 

Several small assessments were levied during the 
first few years after the district was organized, and 
$14,000 in warrants were issued to pay for various 
promotional expenses. Since that time the district had 
been inactive. 

At the request of the California Districts Securities 
Commission the Attorney General filed a request with 
the Superior Court of Lassen County to order the 
district dissolved. The court found that the district 
had failed and neglected to secure an adequate water 
supply, that no works were constructed, that the district 
had no assets and no liabilities and declared the district 
dissolved in a judgment by default, Case No. 6693, 
dated April 20, 1949. 


South Capay Irrigation District 


Location: ~ About 6 miles southwest of Hamilton 
City, in Glenn County. 

Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : 

Date of Dissolu- 


tion Decree: 


November 22, 1921. 


December 12, 1946. 


Gross Aréa: 1,486 acres. 


Prior to organization of the district, private inter- 
ests had installed 15 deep wells on the project, and 
had contracted for the sale of most of the land to 
colonists. The district proponents desired to transfer 
the cost of the irrigation system to an irrigation district 
by issuing $88,300 in bonds to purchase the wells, 
easements, equipment, and water rights. The Bond 
Certification Commission, upon recommendation of 
the State Engineer, denied approval of the plan. From 
that time on the district had been inactive. No assess- 
ments were ever levied and no bonds had been issued. 


The Attorney General, upon recommendation of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, requested 
the Superior Court of Glenn County to order the 
district dissolved. The court found that the district 
had failed to secure an adequate water supply, that 
no works were constructed and that there existed no 
assets or liabilities, and declared, in Case No. 6714, 
dated December 12, 1946, that the district was dis- 
solved. 


Southern Lassen Irrigation District 


Southeastern portion of Honey Lake 
Valley, in Lassen County. 


Location : 


Date of Organiza- 
tion Election : 
Date of Dissolu- 
tion Decree: 


December 24, 1915. 


April 20, 1949. 


Gross Area: 22.565 acres. 


The district was the only remaining one of three 
irrigation districts formed in Honey Lake Valley, the 
other two having been previously dissolved by the 
Superior Court on suit filed by the Attorney General. 

In 1917 an engineering report was prepared which 
proposed obtaining water from Last Chance Creek and 
the construction of a reservoir and distribution system. 
The full development was estimated to cost $1,400,000. 
The Bond Certification Commission, upon recommenda- 
tion of the State Engineer, reported unfavorably upon 
the proposal principally because the available water 
supply was believed to be inadequate. No further 
progress was made and the district’s water right appli- 
cations were cancelled in 1922. Several assessments 
were levied which resulted in large delinquencies. 

The Attorney General, upon recommendation of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, filed a 
complaint with the Superior Court of Lassen County 
to order the district dissolved. The court found that the 
district had failed to secure an adequate water supply, 
that no works were constructed and that there existed 
no assets nor liabilities, and declared, in a judgment by 
default, Case No. 6677, dated April 20, 1949, that the 
district was dissolved. 


ACTIVITIES OF THE CALIFORNIA DISTRICTS SECURITIES 
COMMISSION AND STATE ENGINEER WITH 
REFERENCE TO PUBLIC WATER DISTRICTS 


During the period 1947-50, there have come before 
the California Districts Securities Commission for ap- 
proyal, contracts between the United States and a 
number of districts for water supplies from federal 
projects, for construction of distribution systems by 
the United States within the districts, or both a water 
supply and a distribution system. In some eases, ap- 
proval of such contracts by the commission is a pre- 
requisite by law, while in others the commission’s ac- 
tion is advisory only. In all cases, investigations have 
been made by the State Engineer, and his findines and 
recommendations presented to the commission for 
action thereon. 

In view of this intensified contract activity and in- 
terest therein, there is set forth a statement with 
reference to functions of the commission and State 
Engineer, as they relate to public water districts. 


Functions of Districts Securities Commission 


The California Districts Securities Commission, 
organized by act of the Legislature June 19, 1931, is 
charged with the direction and supervision of the 
fiscal and physical affairs of irrigation and certain 
other agencies organized under the laws of the State. 
The chief statutory functions of the commission are 
listed as follows: 

(1) To investigate and report upon the sufficiency 
of water supply, fertility of soil, feasibility of 
proposed works and economic soundness of a 
project for which district or other ageney bonds 
are to be issued and to recommend modification 
of project if deemed proper ; 

(2) To investigate, and if approved, report bonds 
issued by such districts or agencies to the State 
Controller for certification as being legal invest- 
ments, for funds of banks, insurance companies 
and trust companies, trust funds and any funds 
for which the bonds of states, counties and other 
political subdivisions are legal investments ; 

(3) To investigate and pass upon all expenditures 
from the proceeds of the sale of such district or 
ageney bonds; 

(4) To investigate and pass upon all contracts entered 
into by irrigation distriets involving annual ex- 
penditures exceeding minimum amounts ; 
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(5) To investigate and pass upon all contracts for 
lease or sale of surplus water by irrigation dis- 
tricts ; 

To examine books and affairs of irrigation and 
certain other districts and agencies, and main- 
tain records of the physical and financial condi- 
tions of such districts ; 

To act for irrigation districts in negotiating with 
holders of bonds or warrants for the purpose of 
compromise of indebtedness when adjustment of 
same is deemed necessary ; 


(6) 


(7) 


To investigate and report upon proposed refund- 
ing of bonded indebtedness of irrigation districts 
and pass upon the issuance of refunding bonds; 
To investigate the formation of bondholders’ 
committees and, if approved, grant permits for 
issuance of certificates of deposit for bonds au- 
thorized by the commission for certification by 
the State Controller ; 

To investigate proposals to waive the Statute of 
Limitations with reference to the payment of 
matured bonds and warrants, bond and warrant 
interest, and pass upon agreements extending the 
time of payment of such obligations ; 


(10) 


(11) To pass upon the alloeation of irrigation district 
revenues for amortization of specifie issues of 
irrigation district bonds or the creation of reserve 
funds. 

(12) To approve the purposes of proposed district 
projects and the issuance of warrants payable at 
future dates to defray the cost thereof ; 

(13) To examine and report upon all contracts be- 
tween the United States and irrigation and cer- 
tain other districts involving the cost of the acqui- 
sition of any property and/or the repayment of 
construction costs ; and 

(14) To approve and certify as legal investment for 
funds of banks, insurance companies, ete., pur- 
suant to the provisions of Sections 54433-54434 
of the ‘‘Sanitation, Sewer and Water Revenue 
Bond Law of 1941.”’ 


Certain functions of the commission apply among 
others to water storage districts, water conservation 
districts, county water districts, county water works 
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districts, publie utility districts, reclamation districts 
and drainage districts and if the bonds of such districts 
are certified pursuant to the provisions of the Districts 
Securities Commission Act, then such districts remain 
subject to such commission control as is provided 
by law. 

In addition to the major functions noted above, 
approval of the commission is required of specific 
district operations and transactions by virtue of the 
wording of many of the resolutions authorizing the 
issuance of bonds and warrants. 

The commission is composed of five members: The 
State Superintendent of Banks, Attorney General, 
State Engineer, and two district officials appointed 
by the Governor. The commission was the outgrowth 
of a special legislative investigation conducted in 1929 
and 1930, during that period of financial stress. Since 
its organization in 1931 the issuance of bonds and 
execution of contracts, exclusive of those between the 
districts and the United States, by agencies under 
commission jurisdiction, has involved capital amounts 
in excess of $125,000,000, upon which there has been 
no instance of default in the payment of principal 
and/or interest when due. 


Since 1934, the date the commission reported upon 
the first contract between the United States and a 
public district, it had, up to the end of 1950, upon 
request of districts involved, reported upon some 13 
proposed contracts between them and the United 
States providing for either water service or construc- 
tion of distribution systems, or both. In reporting upon 
the engineering, economic and financial feasibility of 
such contracts the commission has been concerned 
with the manner of its approach to features of such 
contracts deemed questionable from a legal standpoint. 
Although it has always been the opinion of the com- 
mission that it is a fact-finding body with no authorized 
judicial functions, its powers would appear to include 
authority to comment, in appropriate instances, regard- 
ing the public interest and the possible effect of a 
contract or proposal adverse to such interest, or to 
make reference to other matters deemed appropriate. 


Functions of State Engineer 


The State Engineer is charged by law with the duty 
of assisting in the formation and investigation and 
approval of the organization of certain types of dis- 
tricts, the primary purposes of which are the conserva- 
tion of water and the irrigation of land. A summarized 
statement of these duties follows: 

(1) Under provisions of Division 11 of the Water 
Code the Department of Publie Works acting 
through the State Engineer is directed to give 
information so far as it may be practicable to 


persons contemplating the formation of irriga- 
tion districts. 


(2) The State Engineer is also required to investi- 
gate and report in writing upon the feasibility 
of proposed irrigation districts through the 
provision of law which requires the board of 
supervisors to whom the organization petition 
is presented to refer the proposal to the Depart- 
ment of Puble Works for investigation and 
report. 


(3) Pending the completion of preliminary surveys 
and investigations the State Engineer as Chief 
of the Division of Water Resources may with- 
hold from appropriation any unappropriated 
water likely to be needed by a district project. 


(4) The State Enginer may at any time make an 
examination of the affairs of any irrigation 
district or call upon the authorities of the dis- 
trict for any information he desires and make 
any report thereon he deems advisable. 


(5) Under Division 12 of the Water Code the State 
Engineer is required to investigate and report 
upon any proposal to consolidate two or more 
county water districts, recommending final 
boundaries, and apportioning any outstanding 
indebtedness as he deems equitable. 


(6) Division 14 of the Water Code relating to 
water storage districts imposes upon the De- 
partment of Public Works, acting through the 
State Engineer, numerous duties in connection 
with the investigation, organization, approval 
of plans, levy of assessments, and construction 
of works by these districts. 


(7) In addition to miscellaneous statutory duties 
imposed upon him by various other district 
acts, the State Engineer under Division 10 of 
the Water Code is required on behalf of the 
California Districts Securities Commission : 
(a) To make inspections from time to time of 

the progress of any work to be paid for 
from the proceeds of certified bond issues 
and report thereon to the commission. 

(b) To approve any deviation from plans or 
expenditure schedules previously approved 
by the commission if in his judgment such 
deviation is reasonable and proper. 

(c) To make written reports to the commission 
upon completion of any work to his satis- 
faction, submitting therein a schedule of 
expenditures as actually made from pro- 
ceeds of the certified bond issues. 


It has been the practice of the California Districts 
Securities Commission to refer all applications to the 
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State Engineer for investigation and report which Table A, which follows, shows a list of publie water 
cover water supply and engineering and economic districts that have executed contracts with the United 
feasibility for consideration of and action upon by States which had been passed upon by the commission 


the commission. 


in the period ending December, 1950. 


TABLE A 


CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO BETWEEN UNi7ED STATES AND PUBLIC DISTRICTS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN PASSED UPON BY CALIFORNIA DISTRICTS SECURITIES COMMISSION 


December, 1950 


Execution of contract approved by California ; Sree Annual water Esti 
Districts Securities Commission Approvediby Executed by district Sean supply ape 
A special aoCeay distribu- 
gency ae district a : maa Bea lions om 
oF a For water For distribu- election eres For water For distribu- foun sed system in 
service and ; rs service and & 5 acre- acre- entree’ 
dist. system service tion system dist. system service tion system faek feet! contrac’ 
Coachella Valley County 
Water District__------- Aug. 10, 1934 Oct. 8, 1934 
Nov. 25, 1947 Dee. 14, 1948 $10,500,000. 
Lindsay-Strathmore Irri- 
gation district _ -------- May 27, 1948 July 20, 1948 Aug. 5, 1948 Mar. 1, 1949 | 30,000 1,500 
May 29, 1950 } July 25, 1950 Sept. 12, 1950 1,443,000 
Lindmore Irrigation Dis- 
(7 a ae or Dee. 10, 1948 Jan, 18, 1949 | Feb. 28, 1949 May 19, 1949 | 33,000 | 22,000 | 4,529,760 
Orange Cove Irrigation 
Mistiet==-=- -2====--== Mar. 16, 1949 April 22, 1949 May 20, 1949 Dec. 7, 1949 | 31,800 3,500 
Ivanhoe Irrigation District] July 7, 1949 Aug. 23, 1949 | Sept. 23, 1949 7,700 7,900 1,589,807 
Santa Barbara County 
Water Agency --_------ July 7, 1949 Noy. 22, 1949 Sept. 12, 1949 32,000 
Exeter Irrigation District-| May 29, 1950 Sept. 29, 1950 | Nov. 8, 1950 10,000 | 19,000 2,320,744 
Terra Bella Irrigation 
iginIC te seen ao May 29, 1950 July 18, 1950 Sept. 12, 1950 Dec. 7, 1951 | 29,000 2,900 
Chowchilla Water District June 26, 1950 July 5, 1950 55,000 | 160,000 
Stone Corral Irrigation 
Disin chaste sen June 26, 1950 Noy. 7, 1950 | Dec. 13, 1950 Sept. 17, 1951 | 7,700 777,000 
Tulare Irrigation District - July 31, 1950 Sept. 7, 1950 Oct. 18, 1950 30,000 | 141,000 
Delano-Earlimart Irriga- 
tion District___---_~_-- Novy. 27, 1950 July 10, 1951 | Aug. 11, 1951 108,800 | 74,500 | 9,537,000 
Saucelito Irrigation Dis- 
ht. ee Noy. 27, 1950 Jan. 20, 1951 | Feb. 13, 1951 15,300 | 32,800 2,644,500 


1 Class 2 supply shown is maximum contractual amount. Average of Class 2 supply is 47.5 percent of contractual amount. 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION FOR THE PERIOD 1944-1950 


Annual reports giving the results of their operations 
were received during the period 1944-1950 from about 
95 of the 108 organized districts. Nine irrigation dis- 
tricts were formed and eight were dissolved during 
the period. Five districts which were in default prior 
to 1945 continued to remain in that status. 

Most of the districts appreciably improved their 
financial position during the period. Cash reserves 
were built up and bond obligations, almost without 
exception, were either paid in advance or when due. 
During the first half of the period outlays for replace- 
ments and improvements were held to a minimum in 
deference to the war effort, whereas, during the latter 
half of the period, when labor and material became 
more plentiful and the increases in farm prices and 
population resulted in increases in demand for water 
services, expansion and replacement activities became 
greatly accelerated. 

During most of this period there were a number of 
districts located along the Friant-Kern Canal of the 
Central Valley Project which were relatively inactive 
until such time as the canal could commence delivery 
of water. By 1950, a sufficient portion of the canal had 
been completed so that most of these formerly inactive 
districts commenced diverting water from it. Other 
areas in the vicinity were organized during this period 
in order to be in a position to contract for Central 
Valley Project water when it became available. 

Outstanding things shown by the irrigation district’s 
reports during the seven-year period include the follow- 
ing: a continued increase in the number of pumping 
plants installed, an increase in acreage of clover and 
irrigated pasture, Improvement in financial solvency, 
completion of bond refunding programs, and increas- 
ing income received from water sales as contrasted 
with the relatively stable income received from assess- 
ments. 

Several comments are hereinafter presented with 
respect to the statistical tables which follow in order 
to facilitate interpretation of the data and to report a 
few changes made in presenting the data. 


Sources of Water Supply, Storage 
and Distribution 


Table I for the year 1949 shows for the first time in 
the column entitled ‘‘Sources of Water Supply,’’ those 
districts which commenced diversion of water from the 
Friant-Kern Canal of the Central Valley Project. 

Inasmuch as the annual questionnaires sent to the 
districts by the California Districts Securities Commis- 
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sion request information showing the ‘‘ Total Horse- 
power Used,’’ the column entitled ‘‘ Installed Horse- 
power’’ was changed in the 1949 and 1950 tables to 
“Installed Horsepower Used.’’ Presumably such 
amounts would be smaller than those indicating total 
installed horsepower. 

Data showing ‘‘ Water Diverted in Acre-Feet’’ are 
believed to be more reliable than those showing ‘‘ Water 
Reported Delivered in Acre-Feet.’’ The latter is more 
difficult to measure, the uses are varied and mixed in 
numerous instances, and ‘* Water Lost or Spilled”? is 
believed to occur in many more instances than are 
indicated in the tables. 


Irrigation District Crop Reports 


In Table II for the years 1949 and 1950, acreages of 
clover and pasture were consolidated into one column 
inasmuch as an element of ambiguity was developing 
as to whether irrigated pasture, which contains clover, 
should be reported as ‘‘Cloyver’’ or ‘‘ Pasture.’’ Hence- 
forth, acreages in clover grown for seed purposes as 
a cash crop will be included in the column ‘‘ Other 
Field Crops.’’ Irrigated native pasture constitutes only 
a small percent of the total pasture acreage and there- 
fore is not segregated. 

Not too much reliance should be placed in the data 
indicating the total acreage that was ‘‘Dry Farmed’’ 
inasmuch as some of the detailed acreage data reported 
included dry land that was not cultivated, such as dry 
or native pasture land. 


Summary of Assessments Levied 


A comparison of 1950-51 assessment rates per $100 
of valuation with those for 1944-45 indicates an appre- 
ciable increase in such rates. The relatively healthy 
financial condition of the districts is indicated by com- 
paring data shown in Table III for the last few years 
with those of any of the prior years. Further examina- 
tion will indicate the low rate of delinquent assess- 
ments, and the small amount of tax sale certificates 
and the low acreage in tax delinquent lands currently 
held by the districts. Redemptions are taking place 
under favorable conditions and tax delinquent lands 
are being restored to the assessment rolls. 


Annual Financial Reports 


Cash balances, the sources of receipts, and purposes 
of disbursements are reported in Table IV. Inasmuch 
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as the accounting procedure followed by the districts 
is not uniform, an accurate analysis of such data is 
precluded. However, an attempt has been made to 
present the figures reported in the annual statements 
in such a manner as to facilitate comparison of district 
operations from year to year. During the period of 
World War II, deferred construction and replacement 
projects resulted in increasing cash balances, a portion 
of which was invested in United States securities and 
other investment funds. Therefore, commencing with 
the 1947 table, a separate column was added to show 
these ‘‘ Other Funds and Securities Held’? which are in 
addition to the year end cash balances reported. 

A comparison of receipts from assessments and from 
water sales indicates that over a period of years the 
income from water sales has increased until by 1946 
it about equaled the imcome from assessments. Since 
that time annual revenues from water sales have been 
appreciably larger than from assessment revenues. 

Strict comparisons of disbursements for administra- 
tion with those for operation and maintenance should 
not be made in some instances Inasmuch as a number 
of districts did not report such expenditures in suffi- 
cient detail to make such comparisons. 


3—63680 


Bonds and Warrants Outstanding 


Total outstandine bonded indebtedness shown in 
Table V increased to a maximum of $74,453,368 as of 
January 15, 1950, which was somewhat higher than 
that reported for any year since 1940. 


Directory of California Irrigation Districts 


While the office addresses of established districts 
remain fairly permanent, there are frequent changes 
in district officers. For this reason a directory for each 
of the years has been prepared. 


Tables of Statistical Data for Each Year 
of the Period 1944-1950 


Irrigation district statistics are presented in Tables 
{ through VI for each year of the period 1944-1950. 
Table I gives data on source of water supply, storage, 
and distribution. Table II gives data on irrigation 
district crops. Table ITT presents a summary of assess- 
ments levied, percentage of assessments delinquent, 
tax sale certificates and tax-deeded lands. Table IV 
shows annual receipts and disbursements. Table V 
gives data on bonds and warrants, and Table VI is a 
directory of irrigation districts. 
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TABLE IV 
SUMMARY OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTS OF CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICTS 
SHOWING RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 1948 
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TABLE IV 


‘SUMMARY OF ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORTS OF CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICTS 
SHOWING RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 1948 (Continued) 
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(d) Oroville-wWyandotte received $72,300 from the sale of warrants. 


the disbursement or receipt figure herein reported 


is merely the difference between the two cash balances. 


(a) When no financial report was available, 


(e) Estimted. 


(b) Consolidated's fiscal statement is for the period August 1, 1947 to July 31, 1948. 


(f£) Turlock receipts include $500,000 from sale of 9th Issue Bonds and $414,088 


from sale of improvement district warrants, 
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(c) Nevada received $100,000 from the sale of 4th Issue Bonds, and $250,000 from the 
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For the Year 1948 


SUMMARY OF DATA RELATING TO BONDS AND WARRANTS OF CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICTS 
Totals for each district are undersci 


Tas ae ag 


2 a@laeft(alaatadailgallala 


Obligations 


Other Outstanding 
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Jan, 1, 1939 
Jan. 1, 1948 
July 1, 1947 
July 1, 1936 
Sept. 1, 1934 


July 1, 1935 


July 1, 1939 
July 1, 1921 


l-Ref, 
1-Ref. 
Ref 
2-Ref 
1 
1-Ref 
Ref. 
3-Re 
1 
Ref. 
Re: 
Re: 
Re: 
Re. 
2-Re! 
1 
2-Re: 
1-Re: 
‘Re: 
2-Re) 
1-Re. 


Banta~Carbona —-———--— 
Baxter Creek ——————— 
Beaumont 

Cordua 

East Contra Costa ——— 
Hot Spring Valley 


Jan, 1, 1943-1968 
Jan, 1, 1943-1972 
Jan, 1, 1949-1968 
Sept. 25, 1945 | Sinking Fund-1971 
Jan, 1, 1926-1943 6 
ly 1, 1939-1968 ie 
uly 1, 1951-1 3 
lan. 1, 1946-1969 4 
uly 1, 1947-1966 | 4,3,24,24 
july 1, 1937-1956 6 
robes 11-1970 L 
jan. 941. 4 
july 3b-1953, 6 
jan, 911-1970 4 
an Ib5-197L, 4 
uly 950-1969 4 
uly 938-1967 4 
uly 1,2. 3 
an. 937-1956 6 
uly B=1968 3k 
\ F an. 950-1967 24,3 
uly 911-1970 4 
aly 93-1968 3t 
uly 938-1967 4 
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